


Matriculation to Shasta College
Enrollment in college is called “Matriculation.”  To enroll 
at Shasta College, high school seniors should complete the 
matriculation steps during the months of February and 
March in order to get priority Freshman Fast Track registra-
tion. Students may complete the application on-line at www.
shastacollege.edu. 
After completing the application, students should request that 
their high school send an official copy of their transcript to 
the Admissions Office at Shasta College.
The third step is to take the English and math assessment tests 
through the Shasta College Assessment Center, Room 2209, 
(530) 242-7751. The English test is composed of a reading 
section and a writing section. The math assessment is a self-
assessment document developed by the math faculty. After the 
students complete the document, they return it to the Assess-
ment Center. The math self-assessment is available at http://
www3.shastacollege.edu/mathplacement/.
If students determine that they should start with a transfer 
level math class, they must have this verified by a counselor 
who will need to review the student’s high school transcript 
before confirming placement in transfer level math. Students 
can make an appointment (530)242-7751 for an orientation 
after completing the assessments.
Students who have passed English and math Advanced Place-
ment (AP) exams are exempt from taking the assessments. 
Shasta College counselors will clear them to register for 
transfer level classes during the orientation. 
Beginning in 2010, Shasta College will also exempt students 
who successfully passed the Early Assessment Program (EAP) 
exam during their junior year in high school.
The fourth step consists of an orientation to Shasta College 
and a short advisement session with a counselor who will help 
the students select their first semester classes. In order for the 
counselor to advise them, the students must bring their assess-
ment results and a copy of their high school transcripts.
Students will be mailed a registration date and time, depend-
ing on when they complete the steps above. 
Once students have registered for their first semester classes, 
they should call the counseling center (530)242-7724 to 
schedule a counseling appointment. At this meeting, if the 
students have chosen their major and transfer institution, the 
counselor will prepare an educational plan, listing all of the 
courses the student will need to take each semester in order to 
transfer to the institution. If the students are uncertain about 
their goal, the counselor will begin the career counseling pro-
cess to help the student choose a career and educational goal.

Matriculation to the University
Public California Universities

During the Fall semester, a year before the student plans to 
transfer, the student begins matriculation to the university by 
completing an application. The California State University 
(CSU) system application is available at www.csumentor.
edu. During the October and November priority application 
period, the Transfer Center hosts workshops to help students 
complete the application. Impacted universities and impacted 
majors require that the application be sent by November 30 
each year. Less impacted campuses may continue to accept 
applications after this date, but they may close at any time so 
it is best that students meet the priority deadline or they risk 
not being able to transfer in a timely manner.

To be admissible to a CSU, Cali-
fornia Community College (CCC) 
transfer students must complete 60 
transferable units, 30 units of gen-
eral education, including 4 specific 
general education courses, and have a 
minimum 2.0 GPA. Some impacted 
or very popular campuses may specify 
a higher GPA and/or early deadlines 
for completing math and English 
requirements as well as the 60 units 

(e.g., by the end of the spring semester). The additional 
requirements vary from university to university and from 
year to year. Please check with a Shasta College counselor for 
information regarding your university of choice.
Currently, CSU Chico is offering upper division (junior and 
senior) courses at the University Center in downtown Red-
ding in the following programs: Business, Liberal Studies, RN 
to BSN, MBA and an MSW. You can find more information 
at http://rce.csuchico.edu/redding/. 
The University of California (UC) system’s application is 
available during the month of November at http://www.
universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/undergraduate.html. All 
UC applications are due by November 30. Exceptions to this 
deadline are rare. During the month of November, the Trans-
fer Center hosts UC Application workshops to walk students 
through the process. 
The minimum requirements to transfer to a UC are 60 UC 
transferable units (some units that transfer to CSU do not 
transfer to UC), math and English classes completed with 
C or better, 4-course pattern of general education and a 2.4 
GPA. These are minimum requirements for consideration, 
but the most selective institutions require much higher GPAs. 
Realistically, a student who wants to be competitive in the 
admissions process to UCs should strive for a much higher 
GPA. Your Shasta College counselor can share admissions 
information regarding your universities of choice.
Some of the University of California universities participate 
in the Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG) program. The 
requirements vary by institution, but students who enter 

into these contracts and meet the requirements stipulated 
by the transfer university know at the time that they apply 
(November) that they will be accepted to that university. This 
removes the anxiety of waiting to hear whether a student has 
been accepted. Generally, the student should indicate when 
they first meet with the Shasta College counselor that they 
are interested in a TAG so that the counselor can prepare an 
educational plan that meets the TAG eligibility requirements.
California state budget problems have added some uncertain-
ty to the transfer process. For example, in late summer 2009,  
CSUs announced that they would not be admitting transfer 
students to the Spring 2010 semester. Many students who 
had planned on taking 12 units per semester and transferring 
after 5 semesters (2.5 years) were disappointed to find that 
they would have to wait until Fall 2010 to transfer. Although, 
the California Community Colleges counselors received no 
advance notice of this change, there are times when we receive 
information regarding changes to the admission process. It 
is important that transfer students meet with their Shasta 
College counselor each semester to determine if changes will 
affect their plans.

Out-of-State and Private Universities
Transfer require-
ments vary greatly 
among these 
universities, but 
Shasta College 
counselors can help 
students plan for 
these institutions 
on an individual 
basis. Since some California universities joined the Western 
Undergraduate Exchange (WUE), some out-of-state member 
universities in some majors will offer tuition breaks to Califor-
nia residents. You can find information regarding WUE at 
http://wue.wiche.edu/. In addition, Shasta College has tuition 
agreements with Southern Oregon University and the Oregon 
Institute of Technology. We also work closely with Simpson 
University and National University.
Some of these universities operate on a rolling admissions ba-
sis which means that they accept applications until they reach 
their enrollment goals each term. 

After the Application
While students are waiting to hear back from the universities 
regarding their admission status, they should be checking out 
housing options at the transfer institution. Most universi-
ties have a housing department and/or a web site where the 
students can begin researching their options. They will also 
want to prepare a FAFSA (Free Application for Student Aid) 
for the following year at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Also, of course, 
they should continue to maintain top grades in their current 
classes.

After submitting the application, students will receive an 
email acknowledgement that their application has been re-
ceived. Some institutions will also direct the students to set up 
an account at a secure portal. Often this includes setting up 
a university email account through which the university will 
communicate with the student. Students should check this 
site regularly because they will be receiving notices on how 
to report Fall semester grades, how to make changes to the 
application, and when to send an official transcript. These are 
often time-sensitive requirements and if deadlines aren’t met, 
the student risks being rejected for admission.
California public universities typically begin notifying 
students of their acceptance in March and give students a 
deadline in which to submit their “Intent to Register”. This 
is followed by information regarding orientation schedules 
and costs. Although orientations may be optional at some 
universities, it is in the students’ best interest to attend. Often 
students meet with an advisor in group settings to help them 
choose classes. At some universities they will have an opportu-
nity to register at the orientation. 
Many universities now have special programs designed to help 
transfer students adjust to the new environment, including 
transfer dormitories to help students meet students with 
similar circumstances.
Throughout the summer, the student should continue to 
check email for additional information regarding sending a 
final transcript with Spring semester grades and general edu-
cation or IGETC (Intersegmental General Education Transfer 
Curriculum) certification. The certification verifies that the 
student has completed the entire lower division general educa-
tion requirements. If this is certified, the student will not have 
to meet the lower division general education requirements in 
the university catalog. 
After transfer, students will still need to take some upper divi-
sion and/or graduation requirements at the university. Univer-
sities are structured differently than community colleges. The 
undergraduate (B.A. or B.S.) programs are often divided into 
colleges (e.g., College of Liberal Arts, College of Engineering) 
and the colleges are subdivided into departments. The college 
may have graduation requirements in addition to the major 
requirements of the departments. So after transfer, students 
can expect to take additional general education, college re-
quirements, major courses and electives. Just as it is important 
to meet frequently with a Shasta College counselor, it is also 
important to meet with your department advisor on a regular 
basis at the university.


